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The Dowry Prohibition Act, 2018
(Act No. XXXIX of 2018)
NOTIFICATION

Dated : 21 October 2020
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
Legislative and Parliamentary Affairs Division
S.R.O. No. 278-Law/2020.—In exercise of the powers
~conferred by section 11 of the Dowry Prohibition Act, 2018
(Act No. XXXIX of 2018), the Government is Pleased to
publish the following English Text of the Act to be called
the Authentic English Text of the Act :



3 TIes Ry wigT

An Act to repeal and, in response to the needs of time,
make afresh the Dowry Prohibition Act, 1980 related to
prohibition of taking or giving dowry at the time of, or
before, the marriage or during the existence of marital
relationship

WHEREAS it is expedient and necessary to repeal and ,
in response to the needs of time, make afresh the Dowry
Prohibition Act, 1980 (Act No. XXXV of 1980) related to
prohibition of taking or giving dowry at the time of, or
before, the marriage or during the existence of marital
relationship;

THEREFORE, it is hereby enacted as follows :-
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1. Short title and commencement.—(1) This Act may

be called the Dowry Prohibition Act, 2018.
(2) It shall come in to force at once.

2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless there is anything
repugnant in the subject or context.-

(a) “Party” means, for the purposes of this Act, the
bride or the bridegroom of the marriage or the
parent of the bride or bridegroom or, in the
absence of the parent of the bride or the
bridegroom, the legal guardian thereof or any
other person directly involved in the marriage
from the side of the bride or the bridegroom; and

(b) “Dowry” means money or any other asset
demanded, directly or indirectly, or given or
agreed to be given by one party to a marriage to
the other party to the marriage, as the
consideration for the marriage at the time of, or
before, the marriage or during the existence of
marital relationship as the precondition of
marriage, or on condition of continuing the
marriage, but does not include dower or mehr in
the case of persons to whom the Muslim Personal
Law (Shariat) applies or the presentation given to
the either party to a marriage at the time of the
marriage by the relatives, friends or well-wishers
of the parties to the marriage.
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